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​Joe Mizrahi, School Board Director,​​jemizrahi@seattleschools.org​
​Michelle Sarju, School Board Director,​​mrsarju@seattleschools.org​
​Gina Topp, School Board Director,​​gktopp@seattleschools.org​
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​Fred Podesta, Acting Superintendent,​​fredhpodesta@seattleschools.org​
​Greg Narver, Legal Advisor to the Board​​gcnarver@seattleschools.org​

​August 11, 2025​

​Seattle Public Schools​
​John Stanford Center for Educational Excellence​
​2445 3rd Avenue South​
​Seattle, WA 98134​

​Re:  Concerns of FAIR Washington on K-12 Ethnic Studies curricula​

​Dear​​Seattle School District Board​​and​​Senior Staff​​,​

​FAIR Washington is a community-based organization, including parents and students in the​
​Seattle Public School system, who stand against racism and intolerance in all forms. We know​
​the District shares this concern. However, based on District materials provided through public​
​records requests for ethnic studies related curricula, lesson plans, and other materials, we are​
​deeply concerned that Seattle Public Schools – without adequate public engagement – is​
​teaching children, starting in kindergarten, that the most important thing about them is their skin​
​color, gender, or other group identity. We believe such teaching methods may inadvertently​
​foster racism and intolerance among students at formative ages.​

​Please review this cover letter and the attached findings and reply by August 25​​th​ ​with​
​confirmation that you will meet with us in September 2025 to discuss the District’s​
​position on ethnic studies and the implementation of alternate instructional materials.​

​FAIR Washington has inspected and found content in District materials that potentially​
​violates:​

​●​ ​Constitutional protections of free speech and freedom of expression​
​●​ ​The Washington State Constitution’s ban on sectarianism in public education​
​●​ ​The​​Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 28A.655.300​ ​mandates ethnic studies that​

​prepares students to be “global citizens in a global society with an appreciation for the​
​contributions of diverse cultures.”​

​REVIEW FINDINGS​
​The attached exhibits highlight K-5 materials (May 2021 – June 2023) demonstrating reliance​
​on a politically partisan and biased form of ethnic studies:​
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​●​ ​Curriculum Frameworks defining ethnic studies as​​not​​multicultural or culturally​
​competent education and framing all topics as aspects of “oppressed / oppressor”​
​relationships,​

​●​ ​Teacher reflection tools curtailing freedom of expression and privileging some groups​
​over others,​

​●​ ​Pre-K through Grade 3 lessons to explore “power and oppression” and “identity,”​
​●​ ​Grade 4 “Power & Oppression and Exclusion within Washington State” lesson that states​

​“When there are systems in place that oppress another group it will oppress that group​
​repeatedly and overtime unless the system is completely dismantled and redone.”​​1​

​This is a small sampling of the materials that potentially show political bias and constitutional​
​violations i​​n classroom practices.​​Equally concerning,​​we have reason to believe that Seattle​
​Public School materials are being used in other districts.​

​FAIR’s research has determined that Ethnic studies does​​not produce academic gains​​and will​
​not​​prevent academic failure in Washington’s public​​schools for which only 50.3% of students​
​were on track in English, 39.7% in math, and 43.5% in science (​​2024 – 2025 OSPI Report​
​Card​​).​

​SOLUTION: Curriculum Exists that Supports True Diversity and Inclusion​
​We urge you to consider implementing curriculums such as:​

​●​ ​FAIR’s​​American Experience Curriculum​​(currently being​​assessed by  John Hopkins​
​University School of Education to ensure alignment with California and Oregon Ethnic​
​Studies and Social Studies standards) examines how various ethnic and racial groups​
​have shaped, and been shaped by, their participation in America’s ever evolving national​
​identity.​

​●​ ​The​​Prohuman Curriculum​​is a research-based K-12 curriculum​​that aligns with​
​Common Core ELA Standards and Character and Social Emotional Development​
​(CSED) National Guidelines.​

​In summary,​​we ask that the District reply by August​​25​​th​ ​as to whether they will meet with​
​us in September 2025​​to discuss its position on ethnic​​studies and the possible implementation​
​of accurate, non-partisan, unbiased educational materials celebrating understanding, fairness,​
​and our shared humanity.​ ​We will be sharing the contents​​of this letter with FAIR members.​

​We look forward to hearing from you.​
​Thank you,​
​Sharon Brown, State Co-Coordinator​
​Adrienne Ross, State Co-Coordinator​
​FAIR Washington​ ​washington@fairforall.org​

​Attachment (SPS PRR Findings Exhibits)​

​1​ ​Direct quote from Exhibit 13 - Grade 4 Power & Oppression Unit Page 64​
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‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 1 - PRR 2223-536 Page 36 Elementary Ethnic Studies 101 Teacher Training‬

‭Page E-‬‭1‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 2 - PRR 2223-536 Page 51 Elementary Ethnic Studies 101 Teacher Training‬

‭Page E-‬‭2‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 3 - PRR 2223-536 Page 53 Elementary Ethnic Studies 101 Teacher Training‬

‭Ethnic Studies is not Multicultural Education‬

‭Page E-‬‭3‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 4 - PRR 2223-536 Page 55 Elementary Ethnic Studies 101 Teacher Training‬

‭Ethnic Studies is not Multicultural Education‬

‭Page E-‬‭4‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 5 - PRR 2223-536 Page 68 Elementary Ethnic Studies 101 Teacher Training‬

‭Page E-‬‭5‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 6 - PRR 2223-536 Page 70 Elementary Ethnic Studies 101 Teacher Training‬
‭Constantly Reflecting and Acting based on my identity‬

‭Page E-‬‭6‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 7 - PRR 2223-536 Page 139 Elementary Ethnic Studies FAQ‬

‭Create good White Allies and Co-Conspirators‬

‭Page E-‬‭7‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 8 - PRR 2223-536 Page 160 Ethnic Studies Frameworks‬

‭Challenge the Master Narrative and Develop Critical Consciousness‬

‭Page E-‬‭8‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 10 - PRR 2223-536 Page 456 Ethnic Studies Frameworks‬

‭Page E-‬‭9‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 10 - PRR 2223-536 Page 10 Kindergarten Identity Unit‬
‭Lessons Using a Partisan Political Orientation‬

‭Page E-‬‭10‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 11 - PRR 2223-536 Page 5 Grade 1 Power & Oppression Unit‬
‭Lessons Using a Partisan Political Orientation‬

‭Page E-‬‭11‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 12 - PRR 2223-536 Page 7 Grade 1 Power & Oppression Unit‬

‭Page E-‬‭12‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬



‭Seattle Public Schools - Public Records Request Findings Exhibits‬

‭Exhibit 13 - Grade 4 Power & Oppression Unit Page 64‬

‭Page E-‬‭13‬ ‭August 11, 2025‬
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